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The first week in May 

is Emergency 

Preparedness Week ð 

a reminder for all of 

us that we should 

take some simple 

steps to prepare 

ourselves and our 

families should an emergency or disaster strike. As 

health care providers, we all have additional 

responsibilities in the event of a disaster.  VIHAõs 

ability to respond to a large scale emergency or 

disaster depends on staff being able to come to work 

to care for patients and/or the injured.  Our staff are 

our greatest and most valuable resource.  To be 

able to come to work, we need to know our families 

are safe and able to cope with the aftermath.  To do 

this, we need a family plan and provisions for seven 

days. Preparing for an emergency or disaster is 

relatively simple, and there are lots of resources 

available to help you: 

www.pep.bc.ca/hazard_preparedness/

AllHazards_WEB.pdf  (Individual and 

Neighbourhood All Hazard Emergency 

Preparedness Workbook) 

www.pep.bc.ca/hazard_preparedness/

Assessing_Personal_Earthquake_Risk.pdf  

(Assessing personal risk for you and your family at 

home) 

www.pep.bc.ca/hazard_preparedness/

prepare_now/prepare.html (Checklist for Before 

an Earthquake) 

www.pep.bc.ca/hazard_preparedness/

Directory_Earthquakes.pdf (Before during and 

After a Shake) 

See also the insert in this edition of Currents! 

The June 1st VIHA 

Scholarship 

application deadline is 

just around the 

corner. 

Access to a printable scholarship application 

form can be found online at: http://www.viha.ca/

recognition/scholarships/.   

Please remember that in order for the 

application to be accepted, three signatures 

MUST be present - one each from an Immediate 

Supervisor, Manager and Regional Director. 

For more information, please refer to the 

scholarship website at www.viha.ca/recognition/

scholarships/ or email: scholarships@viha.ca or 

phone the Value & Recognition Department at 

1-888-98VALUE.  

Emergency Preparedness Begins 

With You  

Donõt miss outñVIHA Scholarships Provide 

Study Money for Staff  

Did You Know? 

In 2009, VIHA 
awarded 257 
scholarships.  
147 of the 257 
successful 
applications were 
from staff working 
towards a 
"ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓȟ 
-ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÒ 0È$ 
degree.  
The remaining 
applicants were 
enrolled in a 
variety of 
certificate and 
diploma programs, 
all over the world.  

Bea Meston has some kind words to 

share about Dana: 

òWhen everything around us appears 

to be crashing down and in chaos, 

Dana maintains her upbeat attitude, 

sense of humour, and positive outlook. 

She is the eternal caregiver to others. 

Thank you Dana, for being who you 

are. You deserve a medal!ò 

Know someone worth celebrating? 

Sure you do! 

Visit https://intranet.viha.ca/lunchroom/

Lists/applause to share. We will draw a person or group each month 

and feature them in Currents. 

A Round of Applause for Dana Leik in 

Parksville  

Above (l -r) : Bea Meston, fan of   

Dana Leik. 
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