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O n June 30th, some 60 current and former staff and physicians attended 

a tea to recognize the accomplishments of the VGH 7 North geriatric 
service, and to say a fond ôfarewellõ to the unit.   

This service for seniors originally started at the Fairfield Health Centre and 

moved to VGH in the early 1990s.  

Staff and physicians had lots of good things to say about the service, includ-
ing òWhat a team -- The care we have provided over the years has been stellar,ó 

and òOne of our nicknames has been ô7th Heavenõ, as it was hard not to enjoy the 
view.ó Staff and physicians noted the camaraderie on the unit and the cele-

brations that were held to mark holidays, birthdays and retirements. The 
great parties and food were also duly notedé One patient also took the 

time to comment on the team, óAs a patient on 7 N this year, I think the team 
is the absolute best... so kind, caring and professional.ó 

After the recognition tea, the team was led out of 7 North by bagpipe, cour-

tesy of Dr. Alex Dougall , Geriatrician (pictured at right). 

The unitõs closure is part of VIHAõs Excellence in Seniors Health redesign. 
While change is always difficult, the redistribution of resources resulting 

from closing 7 North will support more community services for the elderly  
--  helping them to remain in their own homes and local communities.  

A heartfelt thank you to all 7 North staff and physicians for your many years 

of dedicated, compassionate care.  

 

M ore than 60 families and ôgraduatesõ of the VGH Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) came to celebrate the gift of life with staff at VIHAõs 26th An-
nual NICU Reunion Party on August 12th.   

NICU staff and neonatologists look forward to this yearly event as an opportunity 

to reconnect with families and to see the tiny, sick infants they once treated, as 
active and vibrant children. 

òEach year we treat between 500 and 600 newborn infants from around the prov-

ince, many of whom are delivered prematurely or have serious health issues re-
quiring special care and attention,ó said Kathleen MacKinnon, Clinical Nurse 

Leader, NICU. òSome babies are in the NICU only a short time, while others stay 
much longer. Ensuring these children can leave our care and go home with their 

families, fills our staff with an incredible amount of joy and satisfaction.ó 
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