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Ladysmith

Overview

The quaint, seaside town of Ladysmith is located just 53 miles north of the capital city of Victoria on
Vancouver Island. Described by Harrowsmith Country Magazine as “one of the prettiest towns in
Canada”, Ladysmith is enjoyed for its sunny location and spectacular harbour views. Founded at the turn
of the century, the town maintains an Edwardian charm with its restored heritage buildings. Ladysmith
is surrounded by mountains, streams, lakes and ocean views, which provide opportunities for hiking,
hunting, camping, fishing and other outdoor activities.

Accessibility

Ladysmith is accessible by highway, bus and rail service. The nearest major centre with a commercial
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Economy

The economy of Ladysmith is evolving from primarily a resource-based economy to a mixed economy
based upon retail, services light manufacturing and forestry. Tourism is increasingly important to the
area.

Population Profile

The population of Ladysmith is 7,538 with a median age of 41.1, compared to 38.4 for the province as a
whole.

Climate

Ladysmith experiences a temperate, coastal climate. The average summer temperature is 21.0 degrees
Celsius, while the average winter temperature is 7.6 degrees with minimal snowfall. Ladysmith receives
an average of 1004.8 mm of rainfall and 92.3 mm of snowfall annually.
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Recreation

Community recreational facilities in Ladysmith include a beach park with a swimming pool and
amphitheatre; a community centre with a swimming pool, gymnasium, sauna, and swirl pool; tennis
courts; 10 community baseball fields and parks; an adventure playground; and a regional skate park.
There is also a par-three golf course in the area.

A wide variety of recreational programs are made available through the Ladysmith Parks and Recreation
Department and a number of sports and special interest groups and organizations are active in the
community.

Ladysmith is surrounded by mountains, streams and lakes. Recreational activities enjoyed in the area
include golfing, island hiking, hunting, camping, and fishing.

On the BC Day long weekend Ladysmith hosts “Dogwood Days”, a celebration that includes a parade,
beach activities, entertainment, BBQ’S, races, and more. September brings on the annual Fall Fair
highlighting culinary and garden delights. The “Ladysmith Festival of Lights” held in November, features
thousands of lights on display, a parade and fireworks.

Culture
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Health Authority

Ladysmith is part of the Central Island Region of Vancouver Island Health. Vancouver Island Health
provides a full range of healthcare services to over 700,000 people living on the Vancouver Island, the
Northern and Southern Gulf Islands, and some of the remote coastal communities on BC’s mainland.
Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) provides healthcare services that include acute care
facilities, mental health & addictions, environmental and public health, home, and community care.
For comprehensive information on Vancouver Island Health Authority, visit their website (see Internet
References below).

Internet References

BritishColumbia.com
http://www.britishcolumbia.com/regions/




